Access Unleashed: Using the powerful Data Analysis functions of Microsoft Access for value-added audit findings, and Continuous Monitoring techniques 
Do you want: 

· To know how a mathematical finding can help you uncover fraud and other irregularities? 

· To learn about the architecture of Microsoft Access and to find out how this can be your data interrogation tool for large data sets? 

· State-of-the-art data analysis technologies in your audit reviews? 

· Value-added activities that management will rave about? 

· To learn about the four-D approaches to Continuous Monitoring?

Here is your opportunity to learn more about: 

· Benford’s Law (It’s a secret law of numbers) 

· Innovative data analysis techniques for both revenues and payments 

· How Microsoft Access can be used as a rigorous data analysis tool 

· The state of the art on Continuous Monitoring with a tie in to Sarbanes-Oxley 404

  Do you need to buy software to do all of the above? 

· No! If you have Microsoft Access then your software is just a double-click away. 

· One of the three-D approaches to Continuous Monitoring (Discriminant Analysis) may require the purchase of software.  Seminar will reveal a low-cost solution for this specific application.

 Outline: 

· Describe Benford’s Law and how auditors can use this as a powerful analytical procedures test. 

· Review of the architecture of MS Access and the elements of good database design 

· Review the elements of Access designed specifically for data analysis 

· Discussion of fourteen data analysis tests (in a case study format) with tips, hints, and notes for auditors, with demonstrations of at least seven of the tests in MS Access

· Continuous Monitoring session (revised for 2006)

· Introduce the topic of monitoring 

· Review an excellent application of using Discriminant Analysis in Continuous Monitoring for fraud.  Discuss the software available for this task. 

· Review three examples of Detection formulas in Continuous Monitoring for fraud.  The third example is a comprehensive system designed to detect fraudulent financial reporting in an ERP environment (completely new topic for 2006).

· Review Benford’s Law and show how the Digit and Number patterns can be used in Continuous Monitoring.

· Review the use of Date Sequence (also known as Time-Series) analysis to detect fraud.

· Review the use of Performance dashboards as a management monitoring technology and discuss possible applications in Internal Auditing (completely new topic for 2006).

         
Note: You don’t need Access experience!  Each attendee will be given a copy of Mark’s book: “Using Microsoft Access for Data Analysis and Interrogation”.  The book includes data sets and Excel templates so that the tests in the book can be practiced on your own computer.  The retail-selling price for this book is $70!.  To learn more about this book, please visit http://www.nigrini.com/data analysis books/data analysis using access.htm 

Other Handout: Document reviewing Continuous Monitoring technologies (summary of Continuous Monitoring session)
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